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 Towards an assessment of the campaign in defence of 

the masses in Gaza and for a free, united Palestine 
In order to understand the genocidal attacks by the imperialist-backed Zionist forces on the masses in Gaza in July –Sept 

2014, we have to look at the general state of the international class struggle, the offensive and strategies and tactics of 

imperialism on the one hand and the resistance by the masses, on the other.  

We need to look at who sustains Israel and why. Then we need to look at why imperialism chose to launch this attack 

and how and why they were forced to withdraw their troops. What were the strengths of the campaign and what are 

the constraining factors? What is the real role of BDS? How do we develop a working class line and prepare for the way 

forward? These are just some of the questions that we need to address. This is an overview and feedback and detailed 

responses are most welcome.  

The current international crisis of capitalism 

From about the year 1900 the entire world had been divided up among the main imperialist powers. This opened up a 

period of capitalist decay as the only way monopoly capital could grow was through the direct clash with another 

imperialist power. Thus began a period of wars, civil wars and indeed revolutions and counter-revolutions. While this or 

that technical advance has happened, the overall trend of capitalism has been downwards.  

By 1989, when the Berlin Wall fell and many of the Stalinist states imploded and capitalist counter-revolution came to 

dominate the ex-workers’ states, monopoly capital was triumphant- they claimed from the rooftops that Socialism had 

failed and that capitalism was the only way forward.  

The SACP and ANC leaders used this setback to justify holding back the masses in 1994 to reach a compromise 

agreement to leave monopoly capital in control of the wealth. Around the world, the capitalists increased their offensive 

on the masses. The capitalists soon were hit with a crisis in 1997 and then again in 2001. Many US workers lost their 

pensions and savings in the Dotcom implosion (they were encouraged to invest in the many IT firms that sprang up like 

mushrooms, only to lose much of their money when most of these firms collapsed). Thus in 2003, when US imperialism 

manufactured an excuse to invade Iraq, there was already growing discontent among the US masses and the rank and 

file soldiers.  

The period from 2001 onwards opened up a stage when commodity prices were artificially raised- wheat, grain, and 

food prices were pushed up; the price of oil and other basic commodities was also forced up.  We could argue that the 

Iraq invasion which cost more than $3 trillion ($3000 billion) flowed directly from the capitalist crisis and its need to 

create an artificial area for profits.  

House prices rose without a real growth in actual production. Once again many US workers were lured into taking out 

loans on their property and in buying new property at artificially high prices. At the same time, manufacturing 

production was shut down in the US and shifted to slave factories in China. With rising unemployment, the masses in the 

US and elsewhere in Europe and around the globe could not repay their debts and the world capitalist economy went 

into deep crisis in 2008 and has been in crisis ever since. Hundreds of millions of workers lost their jobs; many had their 

pay and pensions cut and many of the public sector entities and services were privatised. The capitalist regimes around 

the world launched attack upon attack on the masses. This has resulted in every capitalist regime being under threat of 

revolt from the masses in every part of the globe. In areas where the regimes had been open dictatorships for a long 



 

 3

time, these latest attacks proved to be the last straw. The masses rose up and overthrew Mubarak, Ben Ali and Gaddafi; 

revolts against Assad and the regimes in Bahrain and Yemen are still underway. Partial revolts have occurred in China 

(over 100 000 strikes in 2012), Bolivia, Brazil, Peru, Mexico, Central African Republic, Mozambique, Zambia, Thailand, 

many countries in Europe and even in Namibia and South Africa. The traditional leaderships  are all under threat and are 

discredited. The occupation of Tahrir Square in Egypt became globalised in the sense that these protests and the setting 

up tent towns in the middle of cities, spread to Spain and Portugal and helped spark the Occupy Wall Street movement 

in the USA. Even in Israel in 2012, tens of thousands of youth began to set up tent towns, calling for decent housing and 

jobs. While these youth were not directly supporting the Palestinian cause, they did not call for the demolition of 

Palestinian homes; in fact they identified the Israeli elite as being the problem. This marked a significant split in the base 

of the Israeli state, who for decades could rely on a united, reactionary base. In the USA, the Occupy Wall Street 

movement also marked a split in the reactionary base that US imperialism had depended upon for many years to 

terrorise and oppress the masses of the world. At one time more than half the US population supported the Occupy Wall 

street movement, including the military veterans’ organizations. Thus even the army and intelligence apparatus in the 

US was split, as highlighted by the cases of Bradley Manning, Edward Snowden and the marches of military veterans in 

the streets, tossing away their medals.  

Since 2011 the US military has been constrained by the revolt of the masses on home soil to such an extent that they are 

unable to directly militarily intervene anywhere in the world. Thus, there has been a growing trend for imperialism to 

use mercenaries and to increase their use of drones. The Israeli army is also facing the same pressures and could not 

even get enough soldiers locally to fight in their invasion of Gaza in July 2014; they had to depend on 6000 recruits from 

around the world. They have also increased their usage of drones. Israel now produces 40% of the world’s drones.  

Ukraine 

When the capitalist regime of Yanushenko in Ukraine had lost control over the masses, imperialism installed a fascist 

regime. When the fascist regime sent the army to suppress the uprising, the armed forces split and many went over to 

the side of the masses. This is the danger in any fascist dictatorship under current world conditions, namely that a 

section of the army would go over to the masses. Now imperialism faced an even bigger problem: not only that the 

masses are not under the control of any of their traditional leaderships (they are all discredited in the eyes of the masses 

in Ukraine) but these same masses have arms and were starting to defeat the fascist forces and advance on Kiev.   

Under these circumstances, imperialism directed the Russian regime led by Putin to invade Ukraine to try and win the 

leadership of the revolt in order to maintain a capitalist regime. We should remember that the masses there have a 

historical memory of nationalised property relations. Within days, Putin made a deal for a ‘ceasefire’ with the fascist 

regime. The net effect of this was to halt the advance of the masses on Kiev. The fighting is still continuing but the 

Russian regime is holding the masses back.  

If the independent masses were to seize power in Ukraine, the entire region’s capitalist regimes, including the Russian 

one, is under threat.  

Thus, one of the lessons here is that imperialism will plant reactionary forces, in this case fascist forces, within the 

masses in order to side track it from successfully overthrowing capitalist regimes. However fascism carries dangers that 

the army may split and a decisive part may go over to the masses.  Imperialism will even use the credibility of the 

Russian regime to invade a country like Ukraine, to prevent revolution, to hold the masses back from seizing power.  

Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (Levant) ISIS/ISIL 
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Since 2003 imperialism has maintained control of the masses in Iraq through deliberately dividing them into Sunni, Shia 

and Kurd, even though for generations they have been inter-marrying. 

 British soldiers are on record for having placed car bombs in markets and places of worship to deliberately fuel fighting 

between sects. For years such killing has continued. Recently the Iraqi masses started rising against their regime (not 

only in the north, as the capitalist media portrays it).  

At the same time the masses have been waging a 3 year war against the brutal Assad regime in Syria. After the toppling 

of Ben Ali, Mubarak and Gaddafi, imperialism has been desperate to stop the wave of toppling of the capitalist regimes 

by the masses. Increasingly, imperialism has depended on more open brute force and also on infiltration of the mass 

resistance to prevent a toppling of their puppet regimes. Where leaders were toppled, imperialism has done everything 

they could to maintain their capitalist regime, albeit with a different face at the head (Libya, Tunisia and Egypt).  

Thus in Syria imperialism has created the heads of the free Syrian Army (FSA)out of ex members and generals of the 

Assad regime; they have also created the Syrian National Council (SNC) out of the capitalist ‘opposition’ in Syria- these 

are desperate attempts to hold back the masses and sidetrack them from seizing power. The masses in Syria have been 

largely isolated by the world’s left and capitalist forces. But despite this, Assad has not defeated the resistance, despite 

them suffering the most horrible of onslaught by the combined forces of Assad, Iran and Hezbollah.  

The regimes in Qatar and Saudi Arabia are funding ISIS. Assad released hundreds of murderers and rapists to join ISIS. 

The ISIS ranks also include Zionists (this is clear after the discovery that some of ISIS were members of an Israeli youth 

soccer team).  ISIS is a split from Al Qaeda and thus it is a creation of US imperialism. The aim of ISIS is to destroy the 

resistance against the capitalist regimes in Iraq and Syria. The Iraqi army deliberately withdrew to allow ISIS to get hold 

of weapons and funds. These weapons are from the US military. ISIS has been campaigning through hostage taking and 

imperialism has been paying out huge sums to them. ISIS has taken over oil installations but imperialism has no 

problem- the oil price is even falling (at the time of going to press).  

Now imperialism has just decided to fund the ‘moderates’ in the Syrian resistance. Thus not only is imperialism arming 

both ‘sides’  (ISIS and the FSA) but in reality they are making sure that the independent militias do not get weapons. The 

masses in Syria and Iraq are being strangled by the different tactics of imperialism.  

Despite all of the attempts by imperialism, the masses in Syria and Iraq are still combatting their regimes. One of the 

lessons to draw here is that imperialism will use force when its agents are discredited and they will build up new  

agencies within the resistance in order to sidetrack it. Even if the masses succeed in toppling a capitalist leader, 

imperialism will try to maintain the apparatus that keeps the masses under control.  

BDS- Boycott Disinvestment and Sanctions, and the Palestine campaign 

There is a popular myth that sanctions and disinvestment helped bring the apartheid regime down. The truth is that the 

very same companies that supposedly disinvested, had made massive profits out of their support of the regime when 

the mass organisations had been smashed. They only reason why they took their capital out was not out of sympathy for 

the masses but out of fear that they would lose everything. Some changed names (from Barclays to First National Bank; 

from Mobil to Engen, etc) but behind the scenes, the same rotten capitalists still remained in control.  
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What BDS does is place the future of Palestine in the hands of the capitalists; it is an appeal to the major exploiters to 

support Palestine; in other words, the future of Palestine is taken out of the hands of the masses and placed in the 

hands of the very same capitalists who are sustaining Israel.  

Further, most of the campaigns around boycott are passive- all people do is sit at home and do not buy this or that 

product. Thus it provides a cover to the leadership of the workers’ movement to hide behind when they call for BDS- in 

fact they are not mobilising their members into direct action against the capitalists. While mouthing BDS, these same 

leaderships can portray themselves as being progressive even though they have done nothing and in fact continue in 

deed of cutting deals with the capitalists when workers force them into periodic actions.  

Thus it is no accident that the BDS campaign in South Africa is dominated by the ANC. BDS played the leading role in 

uniting the various Palestine groups around the country in order to attempt to turn the movement into a blunt edge, 

which would keep capitalism intact. It was also to ensure that the leadership of the pro-Palestine movement remained 

in the hands of the ANC and other pro-capitalist elements; it was to ensure that no independent leadership of the 

movement for Palestine developed. Even at the NC4P (National Coalition for Palestine) meeting where the boycott 

Woolworths campaign was discussed, the leading BDS people had to be forced into agreeing with the campaign and 

even then it was against the retailer with the smallest imports from Israel. Thus the aim of BDS is to keep the masses off 

the streets and then to ensure that the capitalist system is not threatened. Even the mass march of the 9th Aug 2014 in 

Cape Town, when over 200 000 people from all beliefs turned up to protest against the ANC govt inaction over the 

genocide in Gaza, the BDS hijacked the platform and handed it over to the govt, and did not even hand over a 

memorandum of demands.  This is in keeping with tactics of imperialism that where they cannot prevent mass action 

they would  infiltrate the movement of the masses in order to sidetrack it, prevent any real threat to the regime by 

placing pro-capitalist elements at the leadership and suppressing independent, working pro-Palestinian forces.  

The Marikana massacre and the biggest mineworkers strike in the history of the country, that followed it, showed how 

the core of the ANC, the mineworkers, had broken from it and started on an independent path. This break of the masses 

from the ANC took more advanced form in Dec 2013 when the Numsa Congress formalised the break and started 

preparations for a new workers’ party.  

The recent founding conference of the NC4P decided it would not campaign against the govt but would merely pressure 

it. Thus the ANC and its imperialist masters have succeeded in neutering the NC4P at birth. Despite all the shortcomings 

of the NC4P there are a number of activists among the masses who are independent of the ANC and a number of ANC 

members who really oppose the practice of the ANC govt. The NC4P remains an important area to work in but on the 

basis of breaking from the passive BDS and taking up a working class line. There is still a real possibility of uniting the 

pro-Palestine activists nationally in an action campaign.  

Why was Israel created and who sustains it? 

During the period of the second world imperialist war (1939-1945) a huge section of the masses in the world were 

carrying arms. At the same time, with the discovery of oil in the Middle East, imperialism needed to suppress the masses 

there to ensure its complete control. Further, imperialism needed a dumping ground for all the impoverished Jews who 

were fleeing the Nazi terror. There had also been a number of revolutionary revolts by Palestinians in the 1930’s.  

All of these factors led to imperialism deliberately partitioning Palestine, to create Israel in 1948, through a war of 

dispossession. Hundreds of Palestinian villages were destroyed and almost a million Palestinians were driven from their 

homes. Not only was Israel to suppress the revolutionary Palestinian masses, but to act as a fascist jackboot over the 
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masses in the entire Middle East. The French, US and British oil companies and banks were all able to profit from the 

division and suppression of the masses in the Middle East. The main imperialist banks that control the oil companies are 

also the main banks that invest in Israel (Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan Chase, Deutsche bank, Bear Sterns, Credit Suisse, 

AIG and Merrill Lynch). These banks are also major shareholders in the hundreds of imperialist companies that deal with 

Israel. They support Israel as it is in their interest to keep the masses in the region under control. As oil is used 

throughout the capitalist world, the entire capitalist world depends on sustaining of fascist Israel. This shows that 

modern capitalism depends on barbarism to sustain itself and is based on the suppression of even the most basic 

bourgeois democratic demands (the suppression of the right of return of the 5 million Palestinian refugees is but one 

example; the  genocide in the DRC where over 6 million people were killed since 1996, is another. The genocide in the 

DRC is what sustains capitalist super-profits in the cell phone, tablet and computer industry as most of the raw materials 

for these commodities come from that country ).  

This shows that the task of defeating Zionism-fascism is immediately an international task of the world working class. 

We could even generalise that the attainment of full democratic demands is not possible without the working class 

taking power and also requires the support of the international working class.  

Israel as an artificial state 

Without the support of world imperialism Israel would collapse overnight. From 1952 to 1966 almost 90% of its total 

income was from forced reparations that the West German state had to pay to it. Thus all the so-called kibbutzim 

(farming collectives) were a hoax from the start, being subsidized from the sweat of the German working class. For many 

decades US imperialism gives, every year, $2 bn, to Israel for its arms industry- this is besides the billions given every 

year to Israel from the imperialist corporations.  

Even as recently as 2013 its debt was 70% of GDP; despite all the support of imperialism the only way the Israeli state 

survives is through the support of the international banks. If it was any country in Africa with such amount of debt, they 

would have been charged huge interest rates and regarded as a failed state; not so with Israel.  

Anglo American deliberately diverts 80% of the world’s diamonds through Israel even not a single diamond is mined 

there, thereby propping up the state. Another major part of the Israeli economy is made up of the arms industry. About 

25% of Israeli exports are weapons. Thus the Israeli economy needs wars if it is to grow. It is not an accident therefore 

that since 2000 there have been more wars waged by Israel than in previous recent years. The ‘mowing the lawn’ 

phenomenon by the Israeli state, ie repeated attacks on Gaza every few years, are not just politically motivated by the 

need to crush the masses, but also a requirement for the growth of the Israeli economy. This also partly explains why 

the IDF carpet-bombed civilians in Gaza in its recent invasion- it helps to boost the profits of the Israeli elite who run its 

arms industry. Increasing number of wars since 2001 is a reflection of the deep crisis of the world capitalist economy. 

These wars pose a risk to the capitalist class and imperialism, as Ukraine shows, significant sections of the army may go 

over to the side of the masses, opening up the prospect of working class revolution.  

Without the support of imperialism-capitalism, Zionism-fascism would not exist.  

The plan of imperialism was always for a ‘no-state’ of Palestine 

It follows from the reasons for Israel being created, namely that its purpose is to divide and suppress the masses in the 

Middle East, that from the beginning, imperialism never had any intention of a ‘2-state solution’ between Israel  and 

what was left of historic Palestine.  
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Further, the history of the siege against Gaza since 2007 shows that imperialism will not allow any form of real 

independence for Palestinians (a so-called 2-state ‘solution’) even in a tiny area. The Palestinians have a long history of 

anti-imperialist struggle and allowing any real free expression of the Palestinians will mean that the reactionary 

leadership of the PLO (which currently heads the Palestinian Authority- PA) would be swept away. Thus one of the main 

forces that imperialism and the Israeli elite depend upon to control the Palestinian masses, would be cast away. This 

would open up a period of unrestrained revolt against, not only the Israeli regime but all the capitalist regimes in the 

region.  

Imperialism also opposes a 1-state ‘solution’ as the elite would be threatened by the return of the 5 million Palestinian 

refugees. Imagine if an election was held and the Palestinian masses gained control of the state apparatus, the highly 

developed industry and the weapons of the 4th biggest army in the world. Imperialism cannot allow capitalist democracy 

of a unified 1-state, even with a limited ‘South African option’ where the old elite are guaranteed control of all the 

wealth.  

With Israel, the main aim of imperialism is to keep the Middle East masses permanently destabilised and to reduce 

Palestinian areas to slave camps.  

What forced the imperialists to instruct the zionist army to withdraw from Gaza?  

The Netanyahu regime was on the point of collapse when it instigated the invasion of Gaza to divert attention from itself 

and forcing a temporary unity among the elite in Israel. Imperialism backed this invasion, thinking that the response 

from the world’s masses would be as fragmented as in the case of Syria and Egypt. They miscalculated.  

• With all the capitalist regimes already facing a threat from their respective masses, the Gaza genocide and the 

blatant brutality of the Zionist slaughter provoked a further political challenge against them (the regimes). Tens 

of millions, if not hundreds of millions of the world’s masses began to protest against the genocide, in what was 

one of the biggest world-wide protest movements in recent history, bigger even than the anti-war movement 

against the invasion of Iraq in 2003.  

• In the past, imperialism and the treacherous leaders within the workers’ movement had managed to isolate the 

resistance to a largely Muslim base- not so this time. It would be fair to say that the billions of the oppressed and 

exploited masses around the world at the very least, sympathised with the Palestinian cause; 

• In the past 15 years the Israeli state has come to be seen as a repeat offender against the Palestinian masses; 

• Even within the USA, about 50% of the youth openly proclaimed they supported Palestine (and this was not 

support for a Bantustan but for historic Palestine).  

• Hundreds of holocaust survivors signed an open letter condemning the genocide and supporting the right of 

return of the 5 million Palestinian refugees- this has helped the masses world wide to draw parallels between 

the nazi holocaust and the zionist genocide against Palestinians; 

• Such was the resistance among the Jewish Israeli youth that the state could not get enough volunteers for the 

invasion and had to import 6000 mercenaries from around the world; 

• There was a new wave of refuseniks who distanced themselves from the invasion; There were several 

demonstrations in Israel, including 7000  in Tel Aviv against the invasion; in addition, with each body bag coming 

back (there were at least 100 Israeli soldiers killed) it caused greater divisions in the Jewish masses;  

• Despite the Mercosur (the central and south American economic community) having a free trade agreement 

with Israel, such was the pressure from the masses locally that some of them were forced to withdraw their 

ambassadors from Israel and were forced to make public statements against Israel, despite continuing trade 
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links with it. Even the Turkish regime, a close ally of Israel and the USA, was forced to publicly condemn the 

attacks on Gaza, while maintaining military and trade links; These regimes were forced to publicly oppose Israel 

in order for them to remain at the political head of the masses;  

• The working class in Oakland organised the longest blockade ever of a Zim Israeli shipping company; this was 

just the start, the masses were growing bolder and bolder in their actions the longer the invasion went on; such 

worker actions were beginning to spread throughout the world; 

• Such was the growth in awareness on a world scale that a whole new generation of youth had now come to 

realise the true fascist nature of Israel and came to support Palestine. Israel and zionism had overnight become 

a swearword, not only in the minds of the activists but also in most of the world’s population; 

• In South Africa a split developed in the ANC, with the base supporting Palestine but the leaders supporting Israel 

(due to their own vested interests). The laid the basis for the unity in action of the broader masses which 

culminated in the biggest march in the history of South Africa over any issue, over 200 000 marching to 

parliament on the 9th August. What was significant was that the best of the Zionist youth, the heads of the SA 

debating team openly came out to condemn the genocide in Gaza and aligning themselves with the Palestinians. 

Hundreds of local Jews also joined the march to parliament, showing that among Jewish ranks there was a 

growing revulsion and protest against Zionism. At that stage there were daily protest happening throughout the 

country in many cities. Due to the inexperience of the new leadership of the National Coalition 4Palestine and 

due to the leadership of the BDS, the march was turned into a platform for reactionary leaders to claim control 

and to push a pro-capitalist agenda, posing pro-Palestine while in deed they were carrying out the agenda of 

their capitalist masters. The platform was hijacked by ANC govt ministers thanks to BDS and no memorandum 

was even handed over. Speeches praising the ANC govt were the order of the day but the masses were not 

impressed, the masses had come to demand action from the ANC govt. The longer the invasion went on there 

was every likelihood of an open revolt against the ANC govt. Such was the pressure on the govt that they were 

forced to claim that they would prosecute SA citizens who serve in the IDF. The reality is that the prosecution of 

SA citizens was started by the Action Forum and the Runners for Palestine, not the ANC. Despite this, the longer 

the invasion went on, the greater the pressure would be on the ANC govt to actually carry out its verbal ‘threat’ 

and thus the greater would be its exposure over its inaction. The longer the invasion went on, the greater would 

be the exposure of the role of the ANC govt as a lackey of imperialism and supporter of Zionism.  

• We note that the Action Forum was set up as an international organization comprising activists from West bank, 

Gaza, South Africa and other parts of the world. This was a reflection of the international character of the 

resistance against Zionism and imperialism;  

• The longer the invasion was going on the more the masses were beginning to openly revolt against Abass and 

the PA (Palestinian Authority) which acts as the local security agency for the Zionists. If the PA had been 

overthrown, who would then hold back the Palestinian masses from generalised revolt against the Zionist state?  

• The longer the invasion was going on, the more the Arab regimes were coming under threat- each of them  have 

verbally expressed support for Palestine, so that they could be seen as progressive in the eyes of the local 

masses. Each day more protests were happening and the inaction of the Arab regimes was rapidly getting the 

masses to see the real position of their govts, namely as being total lackeys of imperialism; These Arab regimes 

are already under threat and possibly this recent attack on Gaza could have provided the final spark for a 

revolution against them. Here, the Assad regime, the Jordanian monarchy, the Hezbollah, the Egyptian military 

junta,  the Saudi regimes and Emirates, were all coming under increasing threat from the masses; 

• The worldwide sales of Coca Cola were affected; in SA the masses spontaneously boycotted Pick ‘n Pay and 

Coke, as well as McDonald’s and KFC. The biggest impact was on Woolworths who lost an estimated over R100 
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million in lost sales due to the boycott that the independent Palestine groups imposed on BDS; there was the 

beginning of discussions of worker blockades but before these could get off the ground the invasion had been 

called off;  

• Finally but by no means least, the deliberate targeting of civilians by the Zionist army helped to unite all the 

Gaza masses irrespective if many of them were critical of the Hamas govt (and of the Hamas-PA unity govt); the 

Zionist army were not just fighting the militants but the entire population united against the invaders. This was 

also reflected in the unity of all the resistance groups against the Zionist army. The resistance had also partially 

drawn the lessons of when the Zionist army had been defeated when they invaded Lebanon in 2006 (eg they 

had received training and were more accurate in their mortar fire against tanks; they had dug defensive tunnels 

to enable them to move behind enemy positions in Gaza and launch surprise attacks, etc). The resistance were 

able to inflict the biggest number of casualties (over 100 and possibly over 200 IDF soldiers killed by the 

resistance). It is likely that the Zionist army itself was seriously split as some of them were even shooting their 

own soldiers. The deliberate bombing by IDF commanders and killing of their own soldier who had been taken 

hostage by the resistance would also have deepened divisions in the ranks of the Zionist army as well as the 

Jewish masses back home.   

Based on all of these factors, imperialism ordered the Zionist army to retreat. They were defeated on local and 

international scale, a much bigger defeat than in 2006 in Lebanon.  

Shortcomings of the campaign and steps towards a way forward 

The main problem was the Hamas policy of urban guerrilla warfare. What follows from this policy is that it is left to a 

handful of fighters to liberate the masses- the masses are reduced to spectators in their own liberation. Hamas leaders 

create the illusion of a ‘military solution’ to the conflict in isolation from a mass revolt of the Palestinian and Jewish 

masses against the Israeli regime. The Hamas policy of firing rockets at Jewish civilians flows from a mistaken 

perspective of Hamas that all Jewish masses support the Israeli elite and that there are no class differences among the 

Jewish masses.  This targeting of Jewish civilians helped the Zionist regime to blur the class lines by claiming they stood 

for all the interests of the Jewish masses (‘Israel is under attack’).  The overthrow of the Israeli regime requires the 

support of decisive sections of the Jewish masses and a split in the Zionist army. The attacks on Jewish civilians make 

support or even neutrality by the Jewish masses very difficult, if not almost impossible. In fact the attacks help the 

Zionist regime recruit youth in Israel and around the world as cannon fodder for their wars against the Palestinian and 

Middle Eastern masses. These attacks made it very difficult for the working class forces to mobilise resistance in Israel 

against the Gaza invasion. Even when there was a mass peace rally in Tel Aviv of 7000 people against the Gaza genocide, 

it was cut short because the resistance had fired rockets into Israel. The very forces who could have come out in support 

of the Palestine masses, were either driven into the arms of the reactionaries or did not come out openly against the 

genocide. Even on an international scale, the Hamas policy made it difficult to mobilise broader support for the 

Palestinians. When Hamas did finally announce it was going to only target military positions, it was very late in the day 

and the impression had already been created as if all Palestinians were deliberately targeting Jewish civilians. Despite all 

these weaknesses, the masses of the world still sympathised with the Palestinians due to the scale and barbarism of the 

attacks by the Zionists.  How much greater would the support from the world’s masses have been, had the resistance 

only targeted the IDF military. The pressure on the capitalist regimes around the world would have been much greater, 

not least within the imperialist centres like the USA.  
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We must stress that our criticism of the tactics of the Palestinian resistance does not mean that we support in any way 

the actions of the Zionists. We still condemn the actions of the IDF and support unconditionally the right of the 

Palestinians to resist the genocide by whatever means they considered necessary.  

Today, the siege of Gaza, the hundreds of checkpoints in West Bank still continue, the demolition of Palestinian 

houses, the theft of Palestinian land continues.  Hamas is quiet. It is important to continue the campaign. We also need 

to reach out to the Egyptian worker in the fight against their regime and to raise the call for the Rafah border to be 

broken down; we also need to reach out to the masses in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon for an end to the siege.  

We also did not effectively incorporate the demands of the Woolworths workers nor link up with existing struggles such 

as the Numsa strike and the Numsa United front and other revolts against the capitalist system.  

Going forward we need to meet with workers and incorporate their demands as we move to organise workers actions to 

blockade Israeli goods at the docks, markets, airports (Egyptair and El Al Israeli arilines), depots and in the retail stores. 

At the same time, the same capitalists who are sustaining the ongoing genocide against Palestinians are the very ones 

who are oppressing and exploiting us. Thus it is vital that the pro-Palestine struggle be incorporated into local struggles 

as well. The same imperialists who are exploiting and shooting the mineworkers and other masses here are the same 

ones who support Israel. We need to link with workers in imperialist centres.  

We hope that these points lay the basis for the development not only for further international and local, independent, 

worker controlled campaign in support of Palestine, but also against the entire world capitalist system, combining local 

and international class struggles.   

What we need more than ever, is the development of a new-revolutionary working class party, nationally and 

internationally. This can only arise through direct participation in the struggles of the masses.  25.9.2014 WIVP 

 
200 000 march on 9th Aug 2014 to demand and end to the genocide in Gaza  
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Imperialist-backed Israeli fascism 

We have long stated that the essential character of the Israeli state is that it is fascist. The current slaughter of 

Palestinians in Gaza and the rump of the West Bank by the imperialist-backed zionist forces, shows  this again.  

Israel is artificially sustained by world imperialism  The US regime and companies directly pay $2bn every year to 

sustain Israel. Most diamonds from Namibia, Botswana and South Africa, mined by Anglo American, are sent to Israel for 

cutting and polishing while the masses here are kept in unemployment and starvation. Thus these Southern African 

regimes, contrary to their claims of being independent, are total slaves of US imperialism. Without the diamonds from 

Anglo American in Southern Africa and without the funding of the US state, the artificial state of Israel would collapse 

overnight.  

The crisis of capitalism and increasing fascist methods around the world The stagnation of world capitalism leads to 

increasing attacks on the world working class, to increase the rate of exploitation. As the masses resist, the governments 

that spearhead these attacks are increasingly discredited. Thus world imperialism is increasingly relying on open brute 

force methods to maintain control. Thus the rise of fascist regimes in Ukraine, Egypt, the slaughter of the Syrian masses 

by Assad and the ISIS, the US-backed bombing of civilians in Iraq, the ongoing war against the masses in Afghanistan, etc.  

The attacks on Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank by the Zionist regime are part of this world process.  

A deliberately created war  We should not forget the tens of thousands of Israeli youth who set up tent cities, 

demanding housing. Although these masses were not directly supporting Palestinians, they had identified the Israeli 

state as the representative of the Israeli elite who were enslaving them too. In other words, the reactionary base that US 

imperialism and the Israeli elite depend on to exercise control over entire masses in the Middle East, has split. In fact a 

section of this base has come into direct opposition to the Israeli state. This split in the base has begun to reflect itself in 

the political apparatus. Just before the brutal killing of the 3 Israeli youth, the Netanyahu govt was about to split.  

Another key component of how imperialism exercises control over the Palestinians is through control from within, 

namely by means of the PA (Palestinian Authority). Imperialism directly funds the police and Presidential guard of 

Mahmoud Abbas. Increasingly, after Zionist forces have attacked Palestinian demonstrations, then the police of the PA 

take over to continue the brutalization of demonstrators. The jails of the PA are full of Palestinian activists, kept in 

captivity on behalf of the Zionists. A point has been reached where the vast majority of Palestinians regard the PA as 

‘mercenaries of occupation’, in other words, the Palestinian masses can no longer be controlled by the PA- this creates a 

crisis for imperialism. Their mechanisms of control over the masses in general are being shattered and possibility of 

unity of Jewish and Arab masses grows daily.  

Even further, the Hamas govt has also lost support as it has also acted against Palestinian demonstrations and they have 

lost further support when they joined with the PA to form a unity govt.  

Thus imperialism faced a serious crisis, with the possibility of Jewish and Arab masses uniting on the one hand and all 

the agencies through which they control the masses being totally discredited. If the activists united and formed a united 

revolutionary working class party, a revolution that would shatter the imperialist-capitalist relations in historic Palestine, 

threatened to break out. It is to pre-empt the masses setting up their own unitary state with their own mass actions, 

that imperialism has created this war on the Palestinian masses.  
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Imperialism realises that the 2-state ‘solution’ has lost all credibility; thus if a one state ‘solution’ is to happen, it has to 

be according to their dictates. This means a crushing of all Palestinian armed groups and terrorising the Palestinian 

masses into submission. On the other hand, the war creates a temporary unity of the different factions of the Israeli 

capitalist class. It also creates a climate where it is very difficult for activists and Israeli masses (Jewish and Arab) to 

openly oppose the state.  

The war is thus not a reflection of strength of imperialism and the Israeli state, but rather of their weakness, of their 

desperation.  The need of imperialism to act is further illustrated by the total rejection of its puppet in Egypt by the 

masses there, as well as the rejection of the Syrian masses of both Assad and Isis, the Iraqi masses are also beginning to 

rise against the imperialist puppet Maliki.  

The brutal killing of the 3 Israeli youth through torture and burning is not consistent with the methods of any of the 

Palestinian resistance groups. In fact the only people who have been proven to use such methods are the fascistic zionist 

settlers on the West Bank (who tortured and killed the Palestinian youth). Thus evidence points to imperialism being 

behind the killing of the 3 Israeli youth as a means to create a war. They knew that when the zionist start attacking the 

Palestinians in ‘revenge’, the Palestinians would react. Thus a cover would be created for an attack on the Palestinian 

masses.  

Now the Israeli press is claiming that ISIS/ISIL is behind the killing of the 3 youth. So why bomb Gaza when ISIS is in 

North Syria and Iraq? Isis is funded by Saudi Arabia and Qatar, so why is the Israeli state not targeting them? The Jewish 

masses in Israel should wake up to the realization that imperialism and the Israeli elite are just using you as cannon 

fodder for their own purposes- this has nothing to do with ‘defending’ the masses at all.  

The PA (Palestinian Authority) shows its treacherous nature by congratulating Netanyahu for acting ‘swiftly’ in arresting 

the 6 settlers who butchered the Palestinian youth. Abbas conveniently forgets that hundreds of homes of Palestinians 

were destroyed in East Jerusalem and hundreds of Palestinian activists arrested under false pretences.   This is not a war 

against Hamas but a war to attempt t break the independent spirit of resistance of the Palestinian masses. This is a war 

to divert all the masses from uniting to overthrow the Israeli regime and the Palestinian puppet regimes.  

At the same time, Obama has just asked congress for a further $5bn for spending on the war on ‘terror’. This war also 

creates as convenient cover for the US military complex to receive funds and directly increase their profits.  

The ANC govt is complicit in the murder of Palestinians 

While the Palestinians are being slaughtered, the ANC govt has gone to Brasil to watch the world cup. Instead of acting 

against Anglo American, most of the ANC, SACP and Cosatu leaders have shares in the mines. The Vice President was 

involved in the Marikana massacre. The President’s family is involved in labour broking on the mines. The ANC govt has 

signed 2 conventions since 1994 with Israel: the first, in 1995, was to expand trade with Israel, including military trade, 

and in 2003, when the Mbeki regime agreed to never expropriate any Israeli companies. Most of the diamonds from SA, 

from the mines of Anglo American, some R2.4 bn worth was sent to Israel in 2013, as was R2.2 bn of coal (also from 

Anglo American). SA still supplies spare parts for Israeli planes and helicopters that are currently bombing innocent 

Palestinians.  

It is time for masses to unite against our common enemy, world imperialism and their puppet regimes, which include 

the Israeli regime and the PA and the so-called unity govt. Muslim, Jew, Christian and other masses unite against the 

zionist and arab elites. The masses in the USA have a special responsibility too to rise up against the US state for its role 
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in the slaughter. We support the direct action protests around the world, against the Zionists as well as against all the 

capitalist regimes that are complicit in this massacre. The time is overdue for the activists to unite in a revolutionary 

working class party, for a unitary, Socialist Palestine, based on workers’ councils (uniting Arab and Jewish workers) and 

the immediate return of Palestinian refugees. Forward to working class power.  

WIVP www.workersinternational.org.za  email workersinternational@gmail.com ph 0822020617  14.7.2014 

  

The Israeli state deliberately targeted children but the ANC regime has no problem with embracing SA Zionists 

Looking back at the FIFA World cup in Brazil- the Workers’ 

Party (PT) shows its true colours 

The capitalist-imperialist media have promoted an historical identification of Brazil with football, yet a poll conducted in 

the run-up to the World cup found that 61% of the population believed the event was bad for the country (in other 

words, they opposed it). In the year leading up to the World Cup there was a wave of strikes against bus fare increases, 

police brutality, demanding schools and hospitals, better transport. These revolts against the capitalist system continued 

during the World Cup, then the imperialist-backed zionist army began bombing Gaza. The Zionists were using the focus 

of the international masses on the World Cup to destabilise the masses in Gaza. The World Cup in general, is used as a 

means to divert the attention of the masses  around the world from their suffering.  

During the World Cup, the Brazilian state clamped down on protests; they launched mass evictions; there was a ‘clean-

up’ operation which forcibly removed the homeless, drug addicts and the destitute from the World Cup sites and 

hundreds of thousands were evicted from their homes. In the favelas (the townships) there were several protests 

against the siege placed by the police on these areas. Protests took place in the streets of Sao Paulo to protest against 

state brutality and the death of the 8 workers during the stadium construction process. More than a thousand 

surveillance cameras were installed in Rio de Janeiro alone. Billions were spent on World Cup facilities while public 

services were cut back. This was one of the most expensive sports events in history; only the well-off, the wealthy could 

afford the tickets, with the money going to the capitalists and the Fifa gang, estimated to be around R121.3 billion.  
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The favela residents painted soccer jerseys with the number 9 to commemorate the nine residents killed by the police 

and the state. A further 2 workers were killed when a bridge, still under construction for the World Cup, collapsed during 

the event. There was no commemoration for them at all. There were special World Cup courts to fast track for offences 

against Fifa, such as broadly defined Fifa intellectual property. The Maracana stadium underwent a facelift of $500 

million, resulting in fewer and  more expensive seats, in keeping with the dictates of the Fifa gang. Open seating was 

replaced with luxury boxes and VIP-only zones for the modern Caesars to sit above the crowd. The Brazil team lost 7-1 to 

a well-organised German team. The host was under pressure to field a young, inexperienced team of players based in 

Europe. After the loss to Germany, the stadium was full of armed police to protect the German team. The fans did not 

attack them but vented their anger against the government by burning buses. The anthems that were sung represented 

the imperialists and the local capitalist classes, not the workers.  

Brazil is currently run by the PT (Workers’ party). Is this what Numsa wants, a Lula moment for the working class in 

South Africa? We need a different ball game, an independent, revolutionary  working class party that will really fight for 

working class interests, locally and internationally.  WIVP 15.9.2014 

 

Mandela’s briefcase moment in secret meeting with apartheid National Party 

A call to action in defence of Gaza- stop the imperialist-backed genocide! 

The discovery that 2 of the Israeli soldiers, who died in their Operation Genocide in Gaza, are from the USA, reveals 

some important points: There is such a reluctance among the youth to volunteer for this war that the Zionists had to call 

on their supporters around the world as they could not get enough volunteers locally. The deep split and growing class 

consciousness among the Jewish masses in Israel is also reflected by the tent cities they set up months ago to protest 

against their own regime’s failure to provide them with housing. Then, while not supporting Palestinians, they were at 

least not opposing them nor calling for the destruction of Palestinian homes. Now, there is the start of demonstrations 

in Tel Aviv and Haifa, calling for an end to the genocide. What was a theoretical possibility a few days ago, has now 
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happened, the start of a united action of Jewish and Palestinian masses against the Netanyahu regime and the 1%. 

Tactical and strategic consequences follow from this, but we deal with this later in this article.  

The repression of the Palestinian demonstrators in the West Bank by the PA, has now increasingly shown that in the face 

of genocide, that Abbas stands with his imperialist and Zionist masters.  

Imperialism is preparing for a long war of slaughter in Gaza 

The Zionists are preparing to have a fascist rally in Johannesburg on Sunday 27th July, to try and rebuild their shattered 

image and to try and gather support to broaden their fascist base in SA and the world. This means they are preparing for 

a long onslaught. Despite the severity of the genocidal attack on Gaza, and despite the radical-sounding statements by 

the ANC government and other bourgeois governments around the world, none of them have expelled their respective 

Israeli ambassador, they merely called them in for a cup of tea. Then Zuma issued a statement condemning ‘both sides’, 

thus preparing the way for further attack and isolation of the Palestinian masses. Even Ban ki Moon is singing this song. 

If the Israeli ambassador was to be expelled, it means that this break in diplomatic relations would be for a long time- 

this is too much for the imperialists.  

Thus all factors point to a plan by imperialism for a long genocidal onslaught against the masses in Gaza. This is the start 

of Nakba part 2.  

Draft proposals for action in defence of the masses in Gaza 

We salute the bravery of the Palestinians in the West Bank for their protests against the genocide. How to take this 

further? A call could be made to the Palestinians in Jordan to come over and assist in a campaign to dismantle all the 

checkpoints. Thus the path opens also to depose the local sidekick of the Zionists, the PA and for the setting up of 

workers’ councils and councils of peasants, working hand in hand with one another.  

A call should be made on the Jewish masses to join in the breaking down of the apartheid wall.  

We call on the masses in Egypt, to this Friday, 25th July, Quds day, to march to the Rafah border and to break it down 

and to give every possible material support to assist the masses to resist the genocidal forces of the Israeli army.  

We call on the masses in Syria to mobilise to re-take the Golan Heights and expel the Israeli army.  

We call on the Lebanese masses to come to the rescue of the masses in Gaza by launching an offensive against military 

targets in the north.  

In SA and elsewhere in the world, on the 25th July 2014, International Quds day, we support the marches against the 

governments. Here in SA we demand the immediate recall of the Zuma govt, they must all go. How can zuma sing the 

song of the imperialists that there are ‘2 sides’ when the 4th biggest army in the world is slaughtering a largely unarmed 

population? Let us protest against the Zionist rally in Johannesburg; let us not allow fascism to take root here again! 

In a war, it is not a matter of pride, but of tactics to win. Surely, it is massively inefficient to shoot little missiles into the 

air from Gaza when the masses do not have anything to defend themselves. What little arms there are should be given 

to the Palestinian masses to confront the tanks in front of their eyes. Even further, such a move should be combined 

with a simple call on the Israeli masses to rise in large numbers against their own regime, who live in luxury hotels, each 

eating 14 kg of ice cream a month, dreaming of their profits in their tax-free off-shore accounts. We salute those who 
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protested in Tel Aviv and Haifa, but let it spread to every corner. But the conversation with these Israeli masses is made 

difficult because the Zionist point to the little missiles coming over and falling in the sand, to perpetuate the lie that 

Israel is under attack when indeed they are the aggressor. The very ones who could be our allies, or at minimum who 

could maintain a passive neutrality, are driven into the arms of the reactionaries. We call on the Israeli soldier: in whose 

interest are you fighting? The Palestinians are your natural allies against the hated Netanyahu regime. Refuse, resist and 

rise up against your commanders and the ice cream monster. The richest man in Israel, Ofer, worth $6 bn, holds his 

funds off-shore and is busy moving to London, such little faith does he have in Israel. Are you fighting and dying for him 

to make more billions to drill for gas off the shores of Gaza? Wake up! 

In Germany, Britain, France, the US, Japan, the discussion by the pro-Palestine movement with the rest of the masses is 

made more difficult by these little missiles. In fact in SA, the Zionists are using these excuses to attempt to build a fascist 

movement here. If all the firepower is concentrated only on the Zionist tanks and military targets and not on civilians, 

the possibility increases tenfold of more of the broad masses around the world joining up with the pro-Palestine 

movement. Imperialism has made a massive mistake here by their attempted genocide in Gaza; let us use this mistake of 

theirs to shake, if not shatter the capitalist regimes around the world and bury the Zionist ideology once and for all.  

This is another contribution for consideration in these trying times. 

Workers of the world unite, we have nothing to lose but our chains, we have a world to win. Forward to Socialism!  

22.7.2014  Workers International Vanguard Party  

  

The zionists bombed houses and schools and prevent their reconstruction but the ANC regime supports SA Zionist 

Federation 
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Palestine’s Berlin wall moment: 

Why we should all be marching (Friday 25th July 2014) International Quds Day: 

1989 was marked by the fall of the Berlin wall, when the masses from East Germany, tore down the Berlin wall and 

toppled their own regime. What a pity that the masses from West Germany did not do the same to their own regime 

too.  

Friday 25th July 2014, when there will be marches in many countries around the globe, offers a historic opportunity to 

begin the process of tearing down the checkpoints and apartheid wall in and around the West bank and indeed , even 

Gaza.  

At least 50 000 marchers are expected from Ramallah and surrounds to march to the checkpoints which separate East 

from West Jerusalem. Has the Berlin wall moment arrived for the Palestinian and Jewish masses?  

At least 50 Israeli soldiers (we are sure there are many more) have openly declared that they are against the Israeli 

army, they regard it as an oppressive army. This is not a passive pacifist statement, but an active act of solidarity with 

the Palestinian masses and a clarion call against the genocide in Gaza. What is also highly significant is that most of these 

refuseniks are women. When the women start to stand up against a regime, its days are numbered.  

We make a simple call, from WIVP, on the broader Jewish masses, on the Egyptian masses, on the Syrian masses on the 

Lebanese masses to join with our Palestinian brothers and sisters, on 25th July, to brick by brick, stone by stone, to tear 

down the apartheid barriers. Let us sweep aside those regimes who want to keep us separated.  

Recently, the International Solidarity Movement, ISM, revealed that the Israeli army deliberately falsified pictures in 

order to justify the bombing of the el-Wafa hospital in Gaza. To the Israeli soldier under arms, is this what you stand for? 

We call on you to join the heroic women who stood up against the Netanyahu regime, lay down your weapons and help 

dismantle the apartheid barriers. Jews, Muslims and Christians were once neighbours, living in peace. Let us join hands 

against the capitalist elite, wherever they are.  

Let the worker, whether Jew or Arab, set up their own councils. We do not support the targeting of civilians. We stand 

against the major oppressor regime and we stand against the local elite who want to use us so they can be bantustan 

leaders. Workers of the world unite! We have nothing to lose but our chains! We have a world to win! Forward to 

Socialism!   Workers International Vanguard Party 24.7.2014  

 

The Zionists bombed the houses and are preventing reconstruction 
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JOIN THE ROLLING MASS ACTION TO STOP 

THE GENOCIDE IN GAZA 

Mass picket outside parliament: Monday 28
th

 July 2014 from 12noon to 14h00 
* at least 55% of Gaza has been destroyed by the zionazi army 

 * even an Israeli police chief now admits that Hamas was not responsible for the killing of the 3 Israeli youth 

 * the International Solidarity Movement, ISM, has presented clear evidence that the Israeli army falsified 

pictures to justify bombing the el Wafa hospital in Gaza 

 * the NBC showed footage of the Israeli army firing a patriot missile, killing 4 children on the beach in Gaza in 

full view of the journalists, the so-called 'safest place in Gaza' 

 * the BBC has confirmed that there is no evidence of Hamas (or any other resistance movement) using civilians 

as human shields 

 * during a 2 hour so-called 'humanitarian' ceasefire in Shojaeya, Israel bombed civilians while they left their 

homes, on the way out of the area. Bodies were piled up in the streets, bombed from the back.  

*Israeli ‘academic’ Mordechai Kader has called for Palestinian women to be raped  

* there is a large body of evidence that civilians have been deliberately targeted by the Israeli army 

*Gaza has been under siege by Israel and Egypt since 2007; most Palestinians are still refugees since 1948 

PLEASE BRI$G A$ ITEM OF CHILDRE$’S CLOTHI$G, SUCH AS A SHOE, SYMBOLIZI$G THE 

CIVILIA$S MURDERED 
We realize that the same companies (Anglo American) that fund the genocide in Gaza are the ones that steal 

trillions from Africa and South Africa, in effect committing genocide locally. This is why we are launching a 

Tahrir Square movement, which is already gathering support in Cape Town and Durban. We are a grassroots 

movement of concerned people, a united front that includes sharing information with activists in SA, West 

Bank, Gaza, Palestinians in exile, activist groups in the USA, Britain and a growing number of countries. The 

Action Forum in support of Palestine is already global. We work with BDS SA, activists in Kzn and the 

Palestinian Solidarity Campaign. 

We, the ordinary people will not allow these genocides to continue. No more. We call on workers, the youth, 

students, the unemployed, and all peace-loving people to join and help shape this protest movement:  

Our first demands for the Monday mass picket at parliament: 

• Expel the Israeli ambassador immediately; recall the SA ambassador to Israel immediately 

• Cut all trade and military ties with Israel immediately 

• Issue warrants for the immediate arrest of all SA citizens serving in the IDF 

Phase 2 Daily vigils/pickets on the parade until our demands are met 
Tuesday – Friday 4pm to 7pm [28 July to 1

st
 August]; Sat Sun 11am to 2pm [2

nd
 to 3

rd
 Aug] 

In addition to the above 3 demands, we are calling for everyone to bring their own demands and posters, we 

add: 

Lower food prices ; Socialise the mines; Close the desk of the US embassy in the Cape Town central 

library 

The meetings at the picket line will determine the protests in the following weeks (eg whether we will launch a 

24 hour picket outside parliament or how we extent our own Tahrir square movement). We ask that you come 

for shifts of 1 hour on the picket line as a minimum, we can rotate our presence.  

Issued by the Action Forum in support of Palestine 26
th
 July 2014. We are on facebook.                                                

We can never be free until Palestine is free. Stand up. 
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Gaza resistance- time for a change in tactics 

We raise a controversial discussion because we believe that the Gaza resistance is following the incorrect tactics and 

that, without realizing it, is actually playing into the hands of the warmongers in Washington and Tel Aviv.  

Time to stop firing those mini rockets 

A simple question: has the firing of the mini rockets damaged a single F16 or missile launcher or tank  or any military 

facility of the zionists? No. so why are the mini rockets being fired? Is it to make a show of resistance? Perhaps so, but 

the negative consequences outweigh whatever show of resistance may gain: 

1. The bloodthirsty imperialists are just waiting for the supply of mini rockets to run low and then they will launch a 

land invasion, knowing full well that the empty-handed population will only have sticks and stones to defend 

themselves. What should be done is to position the remaining mini rockets in such a way that, if there is a land 

invasion, they are at least directed at the zionist tanks and troops that enter Gaza. At least that would be some 

measure of self-defence. 

2. Centrally, we should not forget that the imperialists and their zionist lackeys have deliberately created this war 

to divert the Israeli masses from fighting their own regime. The Netanyahu regime is weak and about to split- 

why help the imperialists create the illusion in the minds of the masses in Israel  (and indeed in the minds of the 

many of the masses around the world and especially in the imperialist centres) that the enemy is Palestinian 

instead of the Israeli state itself? By ceasing to fire the mini rockets, the argument is highlighted in the minds of 

the Israeli youth: ‘The Israeli state is spending billions of dollars on the military; but we do not have decent jobs, 

we do not have housing; it is not the elite nor their children who will be sent to fight Palestinians but the worker; 

this same Israeli elite, this 5% of the population own 70% of the wealth in Israel- they are making profits from 

war and from the very banks that are keeping us homeless; the Palestinians are right, the main enemy is the 

Israeli state. The youth are being sacrificed not in a ‘war’ but in a genocide of largely unarmed Palestinians. Is 

this what Zionism stands for? Do the youth really stand for this ideology? Who killed the 3 Israeli youth, it was 

ISIS, so why are you supporting the bombing of Palestinians? There should be joint Jewish-Arab demonstrations 

right now against the Netanyahu regime. ’ We need to undermine the murderous imperialist and make the 

youth question the deployment of the Israeli army.  But even further, the point would be driven home to the 

masses in the US, UK and France that their own regimes give Israel arms worth billions of dollars every year, 

while they are kept in unemployment, have their pension, health and education benefits cut. Why should those 

funds be used for arming the rogue state of Israel, they could have been used for the basic needs of the masses. 

The butcher regime in Egypt of the imperialist puppet Sisi would be further exposed, especially if the Rafah 

border is kept closed when the Palestinian resistance cease fire and if the Israeli army continues with bombing. 

The call can be made for the Egyptian masses to break down the Rafah border and to overthrow the Sisi regime.  

3. By ceasing the fire of the mini rockets we would undermine the warmongering of the imperialists and the 

Zionists. Now we can show not only the ordinary Israeli but the masses of the world to an even greater extent: ‘ 

Have a look, the reality is that Palestinians are unarmed; contrary to the exaggerated reports of weapons that 

are supposedly in Gaza ’. How would the US regime be able to justify to the worker on home soil that they send 

$2bn every year to Israel to use on an unarmed Palestinian mass?  

4. Ceasing to fire the mini rockets would help to break the international isolation of the Palestinian masses. Yes 

they are many hundreds of thousands around the world who do support the Palestinians but these number 
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would increase to hundreds of millions if we can undercut and undermine the lies of the imperialists that 

Palestinians are the ‘aggressors’. Such a scale of support would begin to place the capitalist regimes around the 

world under threat of being overthrown.  

5. Both Israeli and Palestinian elite have a vested interest in war and division of the masses: While the Israeli 

elite profiteer from the war industry and the banks in Israel, the Palestinian elite wants its sphere of profiteering 

in Gaza and the leftovers of the West Bank. In fact the Palestinian capitalists have profiteered from construction 

companies that have built the apartheid wall in and around the West Bank. While the war diverts the Israeli 

masses from fighting their own regime, it diverts the Palestinian masses from dealing with their own regimes in 

Gaza and the West Bank, in fact under conditions of war, the Palestinian elite has often and would still today 

hide behind the excuse that those that oppose them are ‘zionist collaborators’, whereas the biggest 

collaborators with the Zionist elite is the Palestinian Authority and the ‘Unity govt’. The PA and ‘Unity govt’ are 

funded and trained by imperialism to control the Palestinian masses on their behalf (no capitalist regime can 

exist without having their agencies within the masses that help control them). It is a central task of the 

Palestinian masses to remove the PA and the ‘Unity govt’ and to set up their own organs of direct control; this is 

inextricably linked to the Arab and Jewish masses, whether Palestinian or Israeli, uniting against the Israeli state, 

setting up a unitary state based on the integration of the Arab and Jewish masses in common housing, common 

facilities and the right of return of all the Palestinian refugees. In this sense, to talk of Israeli ‘occupation’ is not 

correct as it implies that our fight is to expel the Jewish masses from the area. Our fight is to dismantle all 

borders and a common internationalism.  

6. On the Myth of Hamas having drone technology: The imperialist press is making much of the supposed drones 

that Hamas has. Drones are directed by electronic signal thus the source could easily be picked up by the US 

radar military base in the Negev desert. If it is true that one of the Hamas drones reached Ashdod, it is because 

the US military has allowed it [They claim that any aircraft or missile in the region can be detected within 6 

seconds of takeoff]. This myth of Hamas having weapons or of the Lebanese army having landed in Gaza are 

deliberate lies calculated to whip up the Israeli masses against Palestinians and to rebuild the shattered image of 

Hamas as if it really represents the interests of the Palestinian masses.  

7. The 2-state option is dead and the war is a desperate attempt to revive it while dictating terms if a 1-state 

option happens: The Palestinian masses overwhelmingly reject a 2-state option as it means a Bantustan 

existence which is really a continued slavery. When most Israeli masses talk about a 2-state option, what they 

actually mean is peace with the Palestinians. [we should not be fooled into believing that most Israelis are on 

hilltops drinking tea while enjoying the bombing of Gaza. ]The Israeli elite talk of a 2-state but are really directed 

by imperialism to create and sustain a permanent division and permanent enslavement of the masses in the 

region. On the other hand imperialism cannot afford a really democratic Palestinian state as their puppet 

leadership would be swept aside. Thus the war serves to boost the Israeli elite, the Palestinian elite in Gaza and 

the West Bank. In reality the war is firstly against any independent will of the Palestinian masses and secondly to 

prevent the unity of the Arab and Jewish masses against the Israeli state. The capitalist press and institutions 

and the Arab and Israeli elite portray the Jewish masses as outcasts and pariahs in the Middle East. We want all 

borders to be dismantled. The working class has no country. Every effort should be made to integrate the Jewish 

masses with the rest of the masses in the Middle East, together with the unconditional return of all Palestinian 

refugees. In this way, the mighty military base that imperialism depends on to brutalise and control the entire 

Middle East would be dealt a decisive blow. The possibility opens up of decisive sections of the Israeli army not 

only moving over to passive resistance and conscientious objection, but to active support of the Palestinian 

masses.  
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A good start would be to cease-fire of the mini-rocketlets. We place this difficult discussion to the Palestinian masses 

and supporters to consider.  

WIVP www.workersinternational.org.za email workersinternational@gmail.com ph 0822020617. We are on facebook 

Workers International Vanguard Party  16
th

 July 2014  (written before the ground invasion).  

Jewish survivors and descendants of survivors and victims of Nazi 

genocide unequivocally condemn the massacre of Palestinians in Gaza 

August 2014  

As Jewish survivors and descendants of survivors and victims of the Nazi genocide we unequivocally condemn 
the massacre of Palestinians in Gaza and the ongoing occupation and colonization of historic Palestine. We 
further condemn the United States for providing Israel with the funding to carry out the attack, and Western 
states more generally for using their diplomatic muscle to protect Israel from condemnation. Genocide begins 
with the silence of the world. 

 We are alarmed by the extreme, racist dehumanization of Palestinians in Israeli society, which has reached a 
fever-pitch. In Israel, politicians and pundits in The Times of Israel and The Jerusalem Post have called openly 
for genocide of Palestinians and right-wing Israelis are adopting Neo-Nazi insignia. 

 Furthermore, we are disgusted and outraged by Elie Wiesel’s abuse of our history in these pages to justify the 
unjustifiable: Israel’s wholesale effort to destroy Gaza and the murder of more than 2,000 Palestinians, 
including many hundreds of children. Nothing can justify bombing UN shelters, homes, hospitals and 
universities. Nothing can justify depriving people of electricity and water. 

 We must raise our collective voices and use our collective power to bring about an end to all forms of racism, 
including the ongoing genocide of Palestinian people. We call for an immediate end to the siege against and 
blockade of Gaza. We call for the full economic, cultural and academic boycott of Israel. “Never again” must 
mean NEVER AGAIN FOR ANYONE! 

 Signed, 

 Survivors:  

1. Hajo Meyer, survivor of Auschwitz, The Netherlands. 

2. Henri Wajnblum, survivor and son of a victim of Auschwitz from Lodz, Poland. Lives in Belgium. 

3. Renate Bridenthal, child refugee from Hitler, granddaughter of Auschwitz victim, United States. 

4. Marianka Ehrlich Ross, survivor of Nazi ethnic cleansing in Vienna, Austria. Now lives in United States. 

5. Irena Klepfisz, child survivor from the Warsaw Ghetto, Poland. Now lives in United States. 

6. Hedy Epstein, her parents & other family members were deported to Camp de Gurs & subsequently all 
perished in Auschwitz. Now lives in United States. 

7. Lillian Rosengarten, survivor of the Nazi Holocaust, United States. 

8. Suzanne Weiss, survived in hiding in France, and daughter of a mother who was murdered in 
Auschwitz. Now lives in Canada. 

9. H. Richard Leuchtag, survivor, United States. 
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10. Ervin Somogyi, survivor and son of survivors, United States. 

11. Ilse Hadda, survivor on Kindertransport to England. Now lives in United States. 

12. Jacques Glaser, survivor, France. 

13. Eva Naylor, surivor, New Zealand. 

14. Suzanne Ross, child refugee from Nazi occupation in Belgium, two thirds of family perished in the Lodz 
Ghetto, in Auschwitz, and other Camps, United States. 

15. Bernard Swierszcz, Polish survivor, lost relatives in Majdanek concentration camp. Now lives in the 
United States. 

16. Joseph Klinkov, hidden child in Poland. Lives in the United States. 

17. Nicole Milner, survivor from Belgium. Now lives in United States. 

18. Hedi Saraf, child survivor and daughter of survivor of Dachau, United States. 

19. Michael Rice, child survivor, son and grandson of survivor, aunt and cousin murderd, ALL 14 remaining 
Jewish children in my Dutch boarding school were murdered in concentration camps, United States. 

20. Barbara Roose, survivor from Germany, half-sister killed in Auschwitz, United States. 

21. Sonia Herzbrun, survivor of Nazi genocide, France. 

22. Ivan Huber, survivor with my parents, but 3 of 4 grandparents murdered, United States. 

23. Altman Janina, survivor of Janowski concentration camp, Lvov. Lives in Israel. 

24. Leibu Strul Zalman, survivor from Vaslui Romania. Lives in Jerusalem, Palestine. 

25. Miriam Almeleh, survivor, United States. 

26. George Bartenieff, child survivor from Germany and son of survivors, United States. 

27. Margarete Liebstaedter, survivor, hidden by Christian people in Holland. Lives in Belgium. 

28. Edith Bell, survivor of Westerbork, Theresienstadt, Auschwitz and Kurzbach. Lives in United States. 

29. Janine Euvrard, survivor, France. 

30. Harry Halbreich, survivor, Germany. 

31. Ruth Kupferschmidt, survivor, spent five years hiding, The Netherlands. 

32. Annette Herskovits, hidden child and daughter of victims deported to Auschwitz from France. Lives in 
the United States. 

33. Felicia Langer, survivor from Germany. Lives in Germany. 

34. Moshe Langer, survivor from Germany, Moshe survived 5 concentration camps, family members were 
exterminated. Lives in Germany. 

35. Adam Policzer, hidden child from Hungary. Now lives in Canada. 
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36. Juliane Biro, survivor via the Kindertransport to England, daughter of survivors, niece of victims, United 
States. 

37. Edith Rubinstein, child refugee, granddaughter of 3 victims, many other family members were victims, 
Belgium. 

38. Jacques Bude, survivor, mother and father murdered in Auschwitz, Belgium. 

39. Nicole Kahn, survivor, France. 

40. Shimon Schwarzschild, survivor from Germany, United States. 

41. George Winston, survivor, Australia. 

42. Marietta Elliott-Kleerkoper, child survivor, hidden from 1942 till 1945 in the Dutch countryside with 
Christians, Australia. 

43. Susan Varga, survivor, Australia. 

44. Gilles Cocos, survivor and brother and child of survivors, lost several relatives in the camps, United 
States. 

 

Zuma and cabinet proudly showing support for the SA Zionist Federation and the massacre of Palestinians 
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We salute Joshua Broomberg and the other Jewish members 

of the SA High School Debating team 

12.8.2014 With respect to the lead front page article in the Cape Argus, 11th Aug 2014, that Joshua Broomberg will not 

be demoted, we can draw a number of lessons. 

The captain of the SA Debating team and 2 of his colleagues, also Jewish students, take a historic and bold stand against 

the genocide in Gaza. Wearing Palestinian scarves and badges, they proudly declare: “Team South Africa… show our 

opposition to the human rights violations being carried out against the people of Palestine.” Further, Broomberg says: “It 

was not about politics. It was about humanity. We stand with the thousands of civilians who have lost their lives in the 

conflict.” 

These are no ordinary people, they are the chief debaters from high schools across the country, who clearly have done 

thorough research before taking a public stand.  

Their stand follows on the historic march on the 9th August 2014, the biggest ever in the country’s history, when 

according to etv, more than 100 000 took to the streets of Cape Town, to voice their rejection of the genocide in Gaza 

against Palestinians. At this march hundreds of ordinary Jewish people came out and proudly took their place as the 

rainbow nation said a resounding no to the human rights abuses perpetrated with impunity by Israel. Zionism and Israel 

has, rightly, become a swearword in the minds of the masses.  

That, within a day, over 2000 people signed a petition calling for action against Joshua, for him to be demoted and 

stripped of his academic honours, shows that Zionist circles in SA are extremely intolerant. They reflect the fanaticism 

and brutality of Israeli society, where for example, Mordechai Vanunu, had to spend many years in prison, merely for 

alerting the world that Israel had nuclear weapons. Israel is one of the few societies on earth, where the state 

orchestrates targeted assassination of its political opponents. Why should Rabbi Kacev even have to speak to 

Broomberg? Why should Joshua have been forced to retract parts of his statements or even apologise, for speaking the 

truth? 

Yet, in the midst of these bullies, true people of conscience, like Joshua Bloomberg, takes a stand. What gives us hope 

for the future, is that among the brightest minds among the Jewish youth have begun to say no to the persecution of 

Palestinians. The wearing of the scarves send a clear message, that in the face of this genocide, ‘We are all Palestinian’.  

Whether he realizes it or not, Broomberg, as indeed, many other Jews, have begun t break from Zionism. We recall 

Abram Leon, who came to Palestine, a firm believer in Zionism, but he soon realized that the reality was the opposite of 

what the claims were. He broke from Zionism and penned what is still regarded as a masterpiece, “The Jewish 

Question”, where he concluded that Zionism was nothing other than ‘excrescence’ having no scientific basis at all.  

Abram Leon joined the Fourth International and like many other working class fighters, perished in a Nazi concentration 

camp. To Joshua Broomberg and other progressive Jewish youth, we would advise this text, as essential reading to arm 

yourselves for the coming debates.  

The shell of Zionism has burst asunder and no amount of patch work or air-brushing of events can change that. The 

pivotal role of imperialism and US imperialism in particular, in sustaining Zionism, comes into sharp focus.  

Forward to a Free Palestine, from the river to the sea, uniting the Jewish, Christian, Muslim and other masses.  
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South Africa. Department of International Relations  and Cooperation  
Agreements signed between South Africa and Israel  
07 06 2012 
 

Treaty signed  Country  Title, Date of Ratification/Accession, Entry into force 

 

Israel  Air Transport Agreement..  Entry into force:  19530505 
 
19530505 

Israel  Amendment to Air Agreement of 5 May 1953..  Entry into force:  

19540901 

19540901 

Israel  Parcel Post Agreement.  Entry into force:  19550101 
 
19541231 19550112 

Israel  Visa Agreement..  Entry into force:  19561001 

19560901 

Israel  Extradition Treaty. (Superseded by the European Convention on 

Extradition).  Date: 19600107(r).  Entry into force:  19600208 

19590918 

Israel  Exchange of Notes relating to the Reciprocal Recognition of 

Airworthiness Certificates..  Entry into force:  19710819 

19710211 19710819 

Israel  Amendment to Extradition Treaty of 18.9.1959. (Superseded by the 

European Convention on Extradition).  Entry into force:  19760526 

19760526 

Israel  Convention for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and the Prevention 

of Fiscal evasion with respect to Taxes on Income and Capital Gains..  

Entry into force:  19800527 

19780210 

Israel  Agreement on Mutual Fishery Relations..  Entry into force:  

19780503 

19780418 

Israel  Memorandum of Understanding on Multiple Co-operation..  Entry 

into force:  19911111 

19911111 

Israel  Agreement on Co-operation in the field of Agriculture..   

19921008 

Israel  Agreement in the field of Tourism..   

19921008 

Israel  Agreement on Co-operation in the field of Environmental 

Management and of Nature Protection and Conservation..  Entry into 

force:  19921008 

19921008 

Israel  Agreement on Co-operation in the fields of Culture, Education and 

Science..   

19921008 

Israel  Agreement on Trade and Industrial Co-operation..   

19921008 

Israel  Agreement for the Establishment of a Joint Commission of 

Cooperation..  Entry into force:  19950913 

19950913 

Israel  Agreement for the Reciprocal Promotion and Protection of 

Investments.   

20041020 
Accession (a); Acceptance (A); Adherance (adherance); Approval (AA); Consent to be bound (p); Ratification (r); Succession (d) 
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South Africa has military links with Israel, trading with arms manufacturer RAFAEL; Here Israeli army uses 

banned phosphorus weapons on civilians in Gaza 
 

 

Deliberate undermining of the Palestinian cause 

Your article in Cape Argus 17th July 2014, entitled ‘Call to act against Israel’, is a gross distortion of what was the biggest 

march in Cape Town since 1994. We expected analysis over why such a huge crowd of people turned out. Alas this was 

sorely lacking. 

The Cape Argus has a history of opening its pages to Zionism to abuse the readers. Zionism is a fascist ideology and 

giving space to them is tantamount to an abuse of democratic rights. This article continues the trend of undermining the 

struggles of the masses here and in Palestine.  

We have been going to marches in Cape Town since 1985; we have seen the crowds when Mandela was released from 

prison. This article claims that only 4000 people marched. The impression is given is that here are just a handful of crazy 

Muslims making noise over Palestine. The City press, who are normally quite stingy with their crowd counts, put the 

estimated crowd at 40 000. The CBD was at a standstill for more than 1 hour- this was the extent of the crowds that 

turned out to voice their outrage at the mass murder being perpetrated by imperialist-backed Zionist forces on the 

innocent masses in Gaza.  How is it possible that your journalists put a figure of a mere fraction of what can only be 

regarded as a conservative minimum of 40 000? We say this is part of a long trend within the Cape Argus to underplay 

the Palestinian struggle, to trivialise and deliberately undermine it.  

The sick rose from their beds to come to the march; The elderly and crippled all turned up in what was an amazing show 

of solidarity for the Palestinians. People from all religions and beliefs came. Numsa strikers were there in numbers too. 

This was a historic day in South Africa, yet the editorial staff deem fit to relegate it to page 11. A fire in the upper class 

Betty’s Bay where some property was damaged and no one injured, was deemed more suitable for a front page story. 

The lifeless buildings in Betty’s Bay are more important than the struggle of millions worldwide in support of the 

Palestinians!  



 

 27

The undermining of the masses does not end there. The article glibly ends off ‘Israel has responded to rockets fired out 

of Gaza with air strikes.’ With this statement is confirmed the gross distortion of events that the Cape Argus churns out. 

Your message is that the mindless Palestinian masses woke up one morning and started firing rockets into Israel. Shame, 

the poor defenceless Israelis then had no choice but to defend themselves by bombing innocent children, the disabled, 

mothers, the elderly in Gaza!  

Your article does not say that what sparked the latest round of attacks on Gaza was the murder of the 3 Israeli youth. No 

Palestinian group was responsible for this. Hamas, who is not shy about claiming responsibility for their actions, denied 

any involvement. Yet, hundreds of Palestinians and Hamas supporters were arrested on the West Bank, without charges 

and without any reason other than being Palestinian and perhaps a Hamas sympathiser. Hundreds of Palestinian homes 

were demolished in East Jerusalem. Some Israeli press even report that ISIS is responsible. Now any thinking person 

would ask: Why is Israel not targeting ISIS? Why are they targeting Hamas and Palestinians in Gaza?  

It is only after the mass arrest of Hamas members and demolition of hundreds of homes that the resistance in Gaza 

started firing mostly home-made explosive devices. Israel has the 4th biggest army on earth; Gaza has no army and no air 

force. Gaza has been under almost continuous siege since 2006, yet your journalists and editorial staff have the temerity 

to imply that the Palestinians are the aggressors. 

Again, the Cape Argus distorts the history of the attacks on the Palestinians. It is clear that the new ownership of ANC-

aligned Sekunjalo has not brought a shred of progressive change to the ‘Independent’ Newspapers. The mythical Argus 

may be all seeing, but this is no guarantee that this translate into the written record. We demand an apology and 

correction by the Argus.  

 

The Zionists bombed ambulances but the ANC regime loves the SA Zionist Federation 
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We are Israeli reservists. We refuse to serve. 
By Yael Even Or July 23 2014 

Whenever the Israeli army drafts the reserves — which are made up of ex-soldiers — there are dissenters, resisters, and 

AWOLers among the troops called to war. Now that Israel has sent troops to Gaza again and reserves are being 

summoned to service, dozens are refusing to take part. 

We are more than 50 Israelis who were once soldiers and now declare our refusal to be part of the reserves. We oppose 

the Israeli Army and the conscription law. Partly, that’s because we revile the current military operation. But most of the 

signers below are women and would not have fought in combat. For us, the army is flawed for reasons far broader than 

“Operation Protective Edge,” or even the occupation. We rue the militarization of Israel and the army’s discriminatory 

policies. One example is the way women are often relegated to low-ranking secretarial positions. Another is the 

screening system that discriminates against Mizrachi (Jews whose families originate in Arab countries) by keeping them 

from being fairly represented inside the army’s most prestigious units. In Israeli society, one’s unit and position 

determines much of one’s professional path in the civilian afterlife. 

To us, the current military operation and the way militarization affects Israeli society are inseparable. In Israel, war is not 

merely politics by other means — it replaces politics. Israel is no longer able to think about a solution to a political 

conflict except in terms of physical might; no wonder it is prone to never-ending cycles of mortal violence. And when the 

cannons fire, no criticism may be heard. 

This petition, long in the making, has a special urgency because of the brutal military operation now taking place in our 

name. And although combat soldiers are generally the ones prosecuting today’s war, their work would not be possible 

without the many administrative roles in which most of us served. So if there is a reason to oppose combat operations in 

Gaza, there is also a reason to oppose the Israeli military apparatus as a whole. That is the message of this petition: 

We were soldiers in a wide variety of units and positions in the Israeli military—a fact we now regret, because, in our 

service, we found that troops who operate in the occupied territories aren’t the only ones enforcing the mechanisms of 

control over Palestinian lives. In truth, the entire military is implicated. For that reason, we now refuse to participate in 

our reserve duties, and we support all those who resist being called to service. 

The Israeli Army, a fundamental part of Israelis’ lives, is also the power that rules over the Palestinians living in the 

territories occupied in 1967. As long as it exists in its current structure, its language and mindset control us: We divide 

the world into good and evil according to the military’s categories; the military serves as the leading authority on who is 

valued more and who less in society — who is more responsible for the occupation, who is allowed to vocalize their 

resistance to it and who isn’t, and how they are allowed to do it. The military plays a central role in every action plan and 

proposal discussed in the national conversation, which explains the absence of any real argument about non-military 

solutions to the conflicts Israel has been locked in with its neighbors. 

The Palestinian residents of the West Bank and Gaza Strip are deprived of civil rights and human rights. They live under a 

different legal system from their Jewish neighbors. This is not exclusively the fault of soldiers who operate in these 

territories. Those troops are, therefore, not the only ones obligated to refuse. Many of us served in logistical and 

bureaucratic support roles; there, we found that the entire military helps implement the oppression of the Palestinians. 

Many soldiers who serve in non-combat roles decline to resist because they believe their actions, often routine and 

banal, are remote from the violent results elsewhere. And actions that aren’t banal — for example, decisions about the 

life or death of Palestinians made in offices many kilometers away from the West Bank — are classified, and so it’s 

difficult to have a public debate about them. Unfortunately, we did not always refuse to perform the tasks we were 

charged with, and in that way we, too, contributed to the violent actions of the military. 
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During our time in the army, we witnessed (or participated in) the military’s discriminatory behavior: the structural 

discrimination against women, which begins with the initial screening and assignment of roles; the sexual harassment 

that was a daily reality for some of us; the immigration absorption centers that depend on uniformed military assistance. 

Some of us also saw firsthand how the bureaucracy deliberately funnels technical students into technical positions, 

without giving them the opportunity to serve in other roles. We were placed into training courses among people who 

looked and sounded like us, rather than the mixing and socializing that the army claims to do. 

The military tries to present itself as an institution that enables social mobility — a stepping-stone into Israeli society. In 

reality, it perpetuates segregation. We believe it is not accidental that those who come from middle- and high- income 

families land in elite intelligence units, and from there often go to work for high-paying technology companies. We think 

it is not accidental that when soldiers from a firearm maintenance or quartermaster unit desert or leave the military, 

often driven by the need to financially support their families, they are called “draft-dodgers.” The military enshrines an 

image of the “good Israeli,” who in reality derives his power by subjugating others. The central place of the military in 

Israeli society, and this ideal image it creates, work together to erase the cultures and struggles of the Mizrachi, 

Ethiopians, Palestinians, Russians, Druze, the Ultra-Orthodox, Bedouins, and women. 

We all participated, on one level or another, in this ideology and took part in the game of “the good Israeli” that serves 

the military loyally. Mostly our service did advance our positions in universities and the labor market. We made 

connections and benefited from the warm embrace of the Israeli consensus. But for the above reasons, these benefits 

were not worth the costs. 

Internationale 

  Arise ye workers from your slumbers 

  Arise ye prisoners of want  

  For reason in revolt now thunders  

  And at last ends the age of cant.  

  Away with all your superstitions  

  Servile masses arise, arise  

  We'll change henceforth the old tradition  

  And spurn the dust to win the prize.  

     

  So comrades, come rally 

  And the last fight let us face  

  The Internationale unites the human race.  

  So comrades, come rally  

  And the last fight let us face  

  The Internationale unites the human race.  

     

   No saviour from on high delivers 

  No faith have we in prince or peer  

  Our own right hand the chains must shiver  

  Chains of hatred, greed and fear  

  E'er the thieves will out with their booty  

  And give to all a happier lot.  

  Each at the forge must do their duty  

  And we'll strike while the iron is hot.  
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